
January 15, 2016 15-363-26

Sinanian Development
18980 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 200
Tarzana, CA 91356

Subject: Supplement No. 2
Geotechnical and Geologic Investigation
Lots 11, 19, and 20, Block 15, Tract No. 7803
1749 and 1751 Malcolm Avenue and 1772 Glendon Avenue
Los Angeles, California

Gentlemen:

INTRODUCTION

We are pleased to submit this Supplement No. 2 report responding to the City

comments. The original report of geotechnical and geological investigation report for

the subject project was issued by this office on July 21, 2015. A Supplement No. 1

report was prepared dated November 30, 2015 in response to a city correction letter

dated August 19, 2015.

This submittal is in response to comments in a Geology and Soils Report

Correction Letter dated December 29, 2015 by the Grading Section Of the Department

of Building and Safety of the City of Los Angeles  (Log # 89430-01). For convenience,

we have enclosed a copy of the City Review Letter with this Supplement No. 2 report.

Our responses also incorporate verbal discussion of the comments between the

undersigned geologist and Mr. Schneidereit of LADBS during a meeting on 1/13/16. 

Our responses follow the original order of comments.  



RESPONSE TO THE COMMENTS

1. We have hereby revised the fault orientation to reflect the most conservative

orientation, based on that fact that direct evidence or observation of the actual

orientation of the fault with the exploration methods used is not possible. The revised

fault orientation passes through B-3 and CPT-19. 

  However, now that the most conservative possible fault orientation is being used as a

basis for engineering design of the buildings, we have reduced the no-build setback

from twenty to ten feet, as was originally recommended in our 7/21/15 original report.

This reduction in setback back to ten feet, based on the most conservative possible fault

orientation, was discussed and verbally agreed upon with Mr. Schneidereit of LADBS in

our meeting on 1/13/16.

2. Based on the presence of abundant fine-grained sag pond deposits north of the two

faults encountered during our exploration, it is our opinion that the main trace of the

Santa Monica fault lies north of the study area. This corresponds to the geomorphic and

topographic evidence of the main trace being along the south-facing escarpment that

forms the front lawn of the LDS temple, the northwestward projection of which extends

north of the study area. The project area is likely located on the south part of a localized

zone of transtension along the generally left-lateral strike-slip fault zone, related to the

northwestward bend in the main fault trace one block east of the study area (Miles

Kenney, 2014; Scott Lindvall, personal communication, Richard Crook, Jr., personal

communication). It is therefore the opinion of the undersigned that the possibility of

flower structures or non-linear variability west of the encountered fault is minute, since

we consider this fault to be a splay of the main fault north of the project area.

Furthermore, it is our opinion that any non-variability west of the study area (B-3) to the

north property limit (a span of 50 feet) will be within the established ten-feet setback

zone.

3. Based on our correspondence with the aforementioned fault specialists, and our prior

experience along the Hollywood and Santa Monica fault zones, it is the opinion of the
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undersigned that the maximum vertical offset along this fault for  a single earthquake

event is 12 inches. We have depicted the cantilevered portion of the building as such:

the area around the proposed new building which will be cantilevered within the setback

zone shall be subject to minor grading/shaving of the ground surface, confined to the

subject property, such that the cantilevered part of the proposed building will have a

minimum of 12 inches clearance above the finished ground surface. Any appurtenant

stair or bridge structures that provide access to the lower lobby level of the main

building shall be structurally separate from the main building. We have revised our

drawings to reflect this requirement; see revised Geotechnical Site Plan and new

Geotechnical Cross Sections J and K attached.

In addition, to address off-fault deformation we have recommended a 2-feet thick

mat slab foundation for both proposed new buildings, as previously discussed in prior

Supplemental Report No. 1. Structural engineering plans for the proposed buildings

shall be subject to our review and official stamp and signature approval to ensure that

the requirements as set forth in our reports are adhered. Lastly, continuous deputy

inspection by a geologist representative of this office during the grading phase of the

course of construction shall be required. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to be of continued service on this project. Should you

have any questions regarding this Supplement No. 1, or wish to discuss the project

further, please do not hesitate to call us.

Respectfully Submitted,

APPLIED EARTH SCIENCES

______________________ ______________________

Shant Minas Caro J. Minas, President,
Engineering Geologist Geotechnical Engineer
EG 2607 GE 601

_______________________
Steven Miller
Senior Engineering Geologist
EG 1303

SM/CJM/la

Enclosure:  Drawing No. 1 - Final Geologic Map 

Drawing No. 2 - Final Geotechnical Site Plan

Drawing Nos. 3 and 4 - Geologic Cross Sections J and K

Copy of City Correction Letter (Log No. 89430-01)
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Caro J. Minas, PPPPPPresident,
Geotechnica
GE 601

as, President,
al Engineer
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